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Willets Point redevelopment plan returns with
affordable housing boost
By Sarina Trangle   sarina.trangle@amny.com February 6, 2018

Willets Point redevelopment will go forward under a new plan agreed upon by City Hall, Related Companies and the Mets' owners. (Credit: Johnny Milano)
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A redevelopment project at Willets Point in Queens is back in the game — albeit with a slightly different pitch.

After a state court shelved a prior plan that would have used parkland for a shopping mall, Mayor Bill de Blasio’s
administration reached a new agreement Monday with the same developers that involves constructing 1,100
apartments for low- and moderate-income residents, a school and retail space on a site near Citi Field.

The developers — Related Companies and the owners of the Mets — will build on six acres, according to The New
York Times, which first reported the agreement.

The city plans to convene a task force with Queens Borough President Melinda Katz and the local city councilman,
Francisco Moya, to plan for another 17 acres in Willets Point, historically home to an auto repair industry that once
flourished amid streets in disrepair and other infrastructure issues.

The project stems from the administration of former Mayor Michael Bloomberg, which sought to construct a new
neighborhood in Willets Point. The city government has mostly cleared the area, in part by agreeing to help auto
repair shops relocate to a Bronx facility, where many have since faced eviction.

“This is a happy and smarter ending to the first phase of Willets,” Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen told the Times. “This is a
huge milestone for what we came here to do.”

In 2012, the city revamped its plans to include a 1.4 million-square-foot mall and 2,500 apartments — 875 of which
would be below market-rate.

Opponents filed a legal challenge. In 2015, the court ruled a mall could not be built on the parking lot beside Citi
Field because it was parkland legally designated only for use as a stadium.

At one point, the de Blasio administration joined developers in appealing the court decision, while simultaneously
negotiating to alter the plans, the Times reported. But the initial ruling was upheld.

City Hall did not immediately answer questions about the timeline for the revamped project and other details.

Katz said she looked forward to working with local communities on steering future development at Willets Point.

“The City has immediate, desperate needs for affordable housing units and school seats, especially here in Queens.
This agreement to build 100 percent affordable housing at Willets Point is the right plan at the right time,” Katz said
in a statement.
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http://www.amny.com/real-estate/city-living/manhattan/noho-offers-old-new-york-charm-with-street-art-and-mom-and-pop-shops-1.13051215
http://www.amny.com/real-estate/city-living/queens/woodhaven-queens-an-oasis-of-small-businesses-with-a-diverse-community-1.12979444
https://developers.facebook.com/products/social-plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=232966353382852&channel_url=https%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter%2Fr%2FlY4eZXm_YWu.js%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df148d1c10edc37%26domain%3Dwww.amny.com%26origin%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.amny.com%252Ff2251c403198fb8%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amny.com%2Freal-estate%2F1.16559699&locale=en_US&numposts=50&sdk=joey&version=v2.3&width=846#
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100015462315877
https://www.amny.com/eedition
http://facebook.com/amnewyork
https://twitter.com/@AMNewYork
https://link.amny.com/join/565/signup
https://www.amny.com/services/get-our-apps-1.9041055
https://www.newsday.com/
https://cars.newsday.com/
https://www.hometownshopperli.com/
https://homes.newsday.com/
https://www.newsday.com/jobs
https://local.newsday.com/
https://www.amny.com/news
https://www.amny.com/news/elections
https://www.amny.com/entertainment
https://www.amny.com/entertainment/celebrities
https://www.amny.com/lifestyle/style
https://www.amny.com/lifestyle/fashion-week
https://www.amny.com/secrets-of-new-york
https://www.amny.com/sports
https://www.amny.com/things-to-do
https://www.amny.com/things-to-do/nyc-events-concerts-and-more-to-hit-this-week-1.9650169
https://www.amny.com/things-to-do/nyc-weekend-picks-our-best-bets-1.7225626
https://www.amny.com/eat-and-drink
https://www.amny.com/eat-and-drink/oldest-restaurants-in-new-york-city-1.8999200
https://www.amny.com/eat-and-drink/nyc-rooftop-bars-and-restaurants-to-visit-now-1.10394553
https://www.amny.com/opinion
https://www.amny.com/opinion/columnists/mark-chiusano
https://www.amny.com/opinion/jimmy-margulies-cartoons-gallery-1.5414663
https://www.amny.com/opinion/national-cartoon-roundup-1.3678150
https://www.amny.com/real-estate
https://www.amny.com/real-estate/city-living
https://www.amny.com/real-estate/city-living/brooklyn
https://www.amny.com/real-estate/city-living/bronx
https://www.amny.com/real-estate/city-living/manhattan
https://www.amny.com/real-estate/city-living/queens
https://www.amny.com/real-estate/city-living/staten-island
https://www.amny.com/transit
https://www.amny.com/transit/transit-conditions-1.6343345
https://www.amny.com/services/about-contact-us-1.6635041
https://www.amny.com/services/amnewyork-staff-1.6711460
https://www.amny.com/services/about-contact-us-1.6635041
https://newsday.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/Newsda
https://www.amny.com/services/sitemap-1.7065216
https://www.amny.com/services/privacy-policy-1.6635080
https://www.amny.com/services/terms-of-service-1.6635084

